
Quality Questioning 

Intentional 

Instructional Practices 



Rigor 

Essential question: 
 

How will the use of Depth of 
Knowledge and Quality Questions build 
rigor in the classroom? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aot1SNflbTE 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aot1SNflbTE


Food for Thought… 
 

I am present in most 
classrooms. 

Some people think I'm only for 
top students. 

I provide that "boost" to 
learning. 

I take you out of your comfort 
zone. 

What am I? 
 
 



To provide educators with intentional 

instructional strategies that increase 

rigor through quality questions. 

Purpose 



What type of classroom 
environment is needed 
for questioning to be 
successful? 

What are some ways that 
teachers can create this 
environment? 

What are some of the ways 

you get kids ready to be 

able to question 

intentionally? 

Let’s talk… 



Jigsaw Activity 

 

 

 

•Divide the text on page 12 – 15 so 
that each member at your table is 
assigned a section to read.  
 

•Share out a 1 minute summary of 
each section. 
 

•Table discussion of “ah-ha!’s” 

Essential question: 
 

What Research Finding did you most relate 
to?  Why? 



Activity 

 

 

 

•Each team member selects a different 
colored question provided on the table. 
 

•Those with the same color question, gather 
in one area of the room. 
 

•Read and answer the question.  Chart your 
answers.  Choose a recorder and reporter 
for your team. 
 

•Share out whole group 

Essential question: 
What are the barriers in my school that 
prevent us from implementation? 



Tool for students to think about 

questions they have  



Essential question: 
 
Share your thoughts about the complexity 
level as you “read down” the standards? 
 

Activity 

• Locate the Reading 

Standards for the 

grade you teach. 

 

• Table talk - discuss 

essential question. 

 

 





Remember to be intentional about your questions… 

What instructional function is the question intended to further? 
 

Question Type    Purpose 

 Essential question   integrating unit or lesson of study 

 Hook question    motivating/engaging 

 Diagnostic question   activating prior    

        knowledge/conceptions 

 Check for Understanding question formative assessment 

 Probing/Scaffolding   getting behind student   

        thinking/assisting in concept  

        development 

 Inference question   drawing conclusions 

 Interpretation question   inviting analysis 

 Transfer question   using in novel settings 

 Predictive question   strengthening cause & effect  

         thinking 

 Reflective question   supporting metacognitive thinking 

 



…make certain that all students develop a deep understanding of key declarative (i.e., facts, 
concepts, generalizations, and principles) and procedural (i.e., skills, processes, and procedures) 
knowledge by …emphasizing higher-order questioning? 
 

…encourage discussion in my classroom by using open-ended questions? 
 

…decide on the goals or purposes of my questions? 
 

…choose important--rather than trivial--material to emphasize students' in-depth exploration of 
essential/key questions? 
 

…avoid "yes" and "no" questions? 
 

…use "probe" questions to encourage students to elaborate and support assertions and claims? 
 

…ensure that students clearly understand my questions--and avoid a "guessing game?“ 
 

…avoid questions that "contain the answer"? 
 

…anticipate students' responses to my questions, yet allow for divergent thinking and  
original responses? 
 

…use purposeful strategies for helping students deal with incorrect responses? 
 

…make effective use of Wait Time? 
 

Do I… 



Socratic Seminar 

https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/using-socratic-seminars-in-classroom


Career and College Ready Students: 

 
· Use technology and tools strategically 
in learning and communicating  
 
· Use argument and reasoning  to do 
research,  construct arguments, and 
critique the reasoning of others 
 
 ·Communicate and collaborate 
effectively with a variety of audiences 
 
· Solve problems, construct 
explanations and design solutions 
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Tasks Worth Doing 
Tests Worth Taking 

 
• Real World Challenges 
 
• Relevant to Student Lives 
 
• Integrate Content Areas 
 
• Transfer of Knowledge 

 

 

So what? 



    
        

When Standards, Instruction, and Culture intersect 

we’ll see… 

Standards Culture 

Instruction 

Intentional 

Instructional 

Practice 
 

Curriculum 

with  

Higher 

Cognitive 

Demand 

(Increased 

Rigor) 

and  

Career and 

College Ready 

Characteristics 

Lessons that 

Address 

appropriate 

grade level 

standards 

and 

Include 

content 

relevant to 

student lives 

Teaching that is engaging, culturally responsive , 

and 

provides for experiential learning 



Let’s Talk! 

What does it mean to 
be intentional about 

instruction ? 

 

How would you know intentional 
student learning is happening in a 

classroom? 

 



Sample Walkthrough Tool 
 



Quality Questioning Lesson 

Ms. Francisco 

https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/teaching-higher-order-thinking-skills


Discussion questions: 
• Can you connect the walkthrough 

tool to what you want to see 
happen in the classroom? 
 

• What are the potentials or pitfalls 
for peer observations? 

 



Listen to this 

soundtrack from 

a 1930’s movie… 

Name that Flick! 



School 

Improvement 

and Data 

Collection Cycle 



Data Collection 

made easy! 

ELECTRONIC 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1XsQDKY89XR_l7_RiZMNur4qfd9WDqp3enqQJsRIJ6Uo/edit


Data Dialogue 

• What insights emerge from the data? 
• What questions does this raise? 
• What changes might we make? 
• What kinds of decisions might we 

make as a group? 





Let’s grow 

and learn 

together! 

Using the data provided 
along with the Data 
Discussion Prompts and 
Action Plan Form, 
practice holding a PLC 
with your table about 
what is happening in 
this school’s classrooms. 



Contact Information 

Brandy Archer 

Content Literacy Consultant 

archerb2@michigan.gov 

 

Jill Griffin 

Urban Education Consultant 

griffinj9@michigan.gov 

 


